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“Be  patterns,  be  examples  in  all  countries,  places, 
islands,  nations  . . 

Friends  of  the  “New  Age”  are  exchanging  min- 
istries in  travel  with  the  same  revolutionary  yearn- 
ings to  know,  to  listen,  to  learn,  to  serve  as  their 
Friendly  fore-travelers  which  we  can  assess  in  read- 
ing Mark  Shepard’s  India  Journal,  Trudie  Hunt’s 
“Manuel  and  the  People’s  Republic  of  China,”  and 
Jay  Thatcher’s  report  of  his  summer  ministry  among 
Young  Friends.  The  search  for  the  realities  of  com- 
munity and  for  a just  and  humane  society  alive  in 
its  spirituality,  as  well,  informs  these  writings. 

Mark  Shepard’s  journal  will  be  published  serially 
until  his  return  to  the  United  States  following  visits 
to  other  communities  including  the  Ark  in  France. 

Shirley  Ruth 

Alaska  In  Winter 

Early  morning 
light  and  gold  and  grace 
slanting  through  the  Chugash, 
coming  out  of  the  Arctic 
ice  cold  space  and  stars. 

Our  spirits  lift  to  meet  the  beauty 
of  the  world  transformed. 

Margaret  Brooks 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

Balloons,  Anyone? 

Tony  Cowger,  Jr.  Friend 
Salem  Meeting 

Last  July  I attended  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
and  was  very  impressed  with  the  balloon  flight.  I 
wondered  if  somebody  with  absolutely  no  experi- 
ence could  construct  and  fly  one. 

I bought  a 100  ft.  roll  of  tissue  paper  for  about 
80  cents  and  a small  bottle  of  Elmer’s  glue  for  about 
30  cents.  After  I finished  the  balloon,  I put  a ring 
of  electric  fence  wire  in  the  bottom.  Then  I crum- 
pled up  some  newspaper  in  a metal  garbage  can 
and  held  the  mouth  of  the  balloon  over  the  fire. 

I have  made  six  balloons,  and  right  now  I’m  work- 
ing on  one  that  will  be  1 1 or  12  feet  tall.  I sent  one 
up  500  ft.  with  a ball  of  string  soaked  in  rubbing 
alcohol  under  it.  One  balloon  flew  a little  bit  over 
7/8  of  a mile  with  a piece  of  foam  rubber  soaked  in 
alcohol  under  it.  We  did  this  at  night  and  had  to 
retrieve  it  next  day. 

So  if  you  want  a lot  of  fun  try  building  one! 

Write  to  Lois  Barton,  31458  Fox  Hollow  Rd., 
Eugene,  OR  97405.  She  will  give  you  the  plans 
for  a hot  air  balloon. 
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India  Journal 

Mark  Shepard 

San  Francisco  Friends  Meeting 

Mark  Shepard  is  currently  travelling  around  the 
world  to  research  a book  on  the  Gandhi  movement 
today.  So  far  his  trip  has  taken  him  across  the  U.S., 
to  England,  and  now  India.  The  following  article 
is  based  on  extracts  from  his  Journal.  Those  who 
wish  to  contact  Mark  can  do  so  until  mid-March 
at  the  following  address:  c/o  Gandhi  Peace  Foun- 
dation, 223  Deen  Dayal,  Upadhyaya  Marg,  New 
Delhi  110002. 

Oct.  4,  Ohio  — It  occurred  to  me  that  my  Qua- 
kerism should  be  a starting  point  rather  than  a 
definition. 

Oct.  10,  Tredington,  England  — Met  with  John 
and  Erica  Linton,  British  Friends  who  have  spent 
much  time  in  India  and  among  Gandhians.  I had 
been  helped  by  Erica’s  book,  Fragments  of  a Vision , 
and  wished  to  consult  with  her.  I received  a wealth 
of  practical  information  from  her  as  well  as  general 
guidance,  and  left  with  the  promise  to  return  later 
in  my  trip  and  give  her  a full  report. 

Oct.  11,  London  — Arrived  in  London  and 
booked  in  at  the  Friends  International  Center. 
Shortly  after  I arrived,  I was  introduced  to  Nirmal 
Kaul  of  the  General  Conference  of  Friends  in  India, 
and  also  learned  that  Marjorie  Sykes  is  staying  here. 
Very  propitious! 

Spent  the  afternoon  resting  and  visiting  Friends 
House,  which  is  a couple  of  blocks  away. 

Oct.  12  — Spoke  with  Marjorie  this  morning.  She 
confirmed  much  of  what  Erica  had  told  me,  and 
added  many  new  insights.  She  is  working  on  a 
book  about  Quakers  in  India  before  Gandhi,  and 
has  come  up  with  fascinating  information.  She 
expects  to  return  to  India  soon,  perhaps  in 
November. 

Oct.  13  — Met  with  Nirmal  Kaul.  India,  as  I 
found  out,  has  three  groupings  of  Quakers  — one 
Evangelical,  one  tied  to  London  Yearly  Meeting 
but  still  somewhat  “conservative,”  and  General 
Conference  of  Friends  in  India,  somewhat  akin  to 
PYM.  GCFI  consists  of  about  45  members  spread 
all  over  India,  gathering  once  or  twice  a year. 

Nirmal  Kaul  is  presently  travelling  under  a con- 
cern to  develop  support  for  a Quaker  Center  in 
India.  (The  previous  one  has  closed.)  This  would 
be  both  a spiritual  center  — for  study,  worship, 
retreat,  and  interaction  among  religions  — and  a 
service  center  — coordinating  Quaker  projects  in 


India,  practising  village  uplift,  etc.  Besides  litera- 
ture on  this,  he  gave  me  a copy  of  an  article  of 
his,  “My  Spiritual  Journey,”  recently  published  in 
Friends  Journal  He  has  come  from  Hinduism  to 
a position  of  discipleship  to  the  Christ,  but  with- 
out giving  up  his  Hinduism  — a very  similar  path 
to  my  own! 

Nirmal  will  be  returning  to  India  Nov.  10,  and 
touring  India  to  confer  with  Friends,  and  also  visit- 
ing Gandhian  centers.  We  may  try  to  meet  at  some 
point.  Also,  a conference  concerning  the  proposed 
Quaker  center  may  be  held  in  northern  India  in 
early  March,  and  if  so,  I am  invited  to  attend. 

Oct.  14  — This  afternoon  sat  in  on  the  beginning 
of  a meeting  of  the  London  branch  of  the  Seekers. 
The  Seekers,  as  I understand  it,  is  an  English  Qua- 
ker group  dedicated  to  ferreting  out  Truth  thru 
discussion  and  writing.  The  topic  discussed  was 
the  need  for  more  exact  terminology  in  discussion 
of  religion. 

A few  words  about  Friends  International  Center. 
Under  the  auspices  of  London  Yearly  Meeting,  it 
is  mainly  a university  residence  hall  for  interna- 
tional students.  It  also  serves  as  a hostel.  The 
staff  includes  two  wardens  and  two  assistant  war- 
dens, all  Quakers.  There  is  a meeting  for  worship 
every  morning. 

Oct.  16  — The  high  point  of  my  stay  in  London 
has  been  my  friendship  with  my  roommate  Samuel 
Akinawideo.  He  is  the  head  of  a church  order 
called  the  Good  Samaritans,  centered  in  Ibadan, 
Nigeria.  They  are  known  for  the  seriousness  with 
which  they  pursue  the  Kingdom  of  God;  strict 
morality  is  expected  of  all  members.  They  are 
much  involved  in  charity  work,  especially  with 
handicapped  children.  Their  services  are  Pentecos- 
tal, with  faith-healing. 

Samuel  is  51,  but  looks  no  older  than  30.  He  is 
completely  open  to  learning  and  change  in  his 
quest  to  come  closer  to  God.  He  has  a special  inter- 
est in  various  types  of  spiritual  healing,  in  the  hope 
of  improving  his  own  system.  Though  he  is  waited 
on  hand  and  foot  at  home,  he  adjusted  easily  to 
sharing  a room  and  washing  his  own  dishes  — in 
fact,  in  regard  to  the  latter,  he  said  he  would  go 
home  and  preach  about  it! 

The  main  feature  of  our  relationship  has  been 
our  discussions  of  religion  — usually  short,  taken 
in  snatches  — in  which  I have  taken  a roughly 
Quaker  position.  Time  and  again  I would  say 
something  that  was  a basic  Quaker  principle,  and 
he  would  say  that  this  was  something  he  totally 
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agreed  with,  at  the  same  time  expressing  amaze- 
ment and  delight  that  a group  of  people  actually 
practised  this.  Such  matters  included  our  refusal 
to  use  titles  of  honor  (in  theory),  our  disregard  of 
manner  of  dress  during  worship,  and,  perhaps  most 
relevant  to  him,  because  of  the  thought  it  provoked, 
our  peace  testimony.  Many  of  his  congregation  are 
soldiers  and  policemen  (who,  in  Nigeria,  are  prac- 
tically soldiers).  I had  given  him  “food  for 
thought,”  he  fold  me.  It  was  apparent  that  if  he 
became  convinced  of  something,  he  would  change 
his  practice  accordingly.  Our  conversations  could 
have  extensive  effects  back  in  Nigeria. 

In  regard  to  the  basic  foundation  of  Quakerism  — 
the  openness  and  obedience  to  direct  inspiration 
from  God  — Samuel  showed  a stronger  grasp  and 
application  than  most  modern-day  Quakers. 

Though  his  vocabulary  was  different,  it  was  clear 
that  the  essential  Quaker  experience  is  an  integral 
part  of  his  life. 

Toward  the  end  of  my  stay,  Samuel  told  me 
seriously  that  we  should  spread  our  message  around 
the  world,  because  many  people  are  in  great  need 
of  it.  He  invited  me  to  come  to  Nigeria,  and  we 
intend  to  correspond.  One  of  the  wardens  gave 
him  a copy  of  Faith  and  Practice  (London),  which 
1 think  will  be  well  read. 

Oct.  19,  New  Delhi,  India  — After  flying  over 
hundreds  cf  miles  of  wasteland,  suddenly  India: 
tiny  plots  of  land  squeezed  together  all  the  way  to 
the  horizon,  broken  only  by  splotches  of  villages 
with  connecting  roads.  I watched  the  villages,  try- 
ing to  make  out  patterns,  and,  as  we  lost  altitude, 
the  type  of  buildings.  They  seemed  to  be  large  rec- 
tangular buildings,  but  I couldn’t  quite  make  them 
out.  It  wasn’t  until  we  passed  quite  low  over  the 
last  village  before  the  runway,  that  I realized  that 
the  village  was  made  up  of  slum-buildings,  that  I 
was  in  fact  landing  in  a nation  of  slums! 

Made  it  into  Delhi  and  booked  a room  at  the 
Gandhi  Peace  Foundation.  In  the  evening  I walked 
out  on  the  porch,  and  saw  the  moon  shining  brightly. 
To  my  surprise,  it  was  the  same  moon  I had  seen 
shining  above  England  just  a day  before! 

Oct.  20  — Made  friends  with  a research  assistant 
here,  T.S.  Ananthu.  He  told  me  about  his  strong 
interest  in  the  increasing  confluence  between  West- 
ern science  and  Eastern  mysticism.  He  himself  had 
been  brought  up  with  a Western  worldview.  With 
the  shift  in  his  own  thinking  toward  a realization 
of  spiritual  realities,  he  was  able  to  understand  and 
accept  Gandhi’s  teachings  for  the  first  time.  He  is 


writing  in  order  to  bring  the  “new  paradigm”  to 
the  attention  of  Indian  intellectuals,  in  hopes  that 
this  will  further  spread  Gandhian  thought. 

Afterwards  he  introduced  me  to  a number  of  the 
other  workers.  They  loved  my  flute-playing. 

Oct.  23  - Yesterday  met  with  Radhadrishna,  the 
Director  of  the  Foundation.  He  is  making  available 
to  me  much  more  help  and  guidance  than  I could 
possibly  have  expected. 

Oct.  27  — Have  been  spending  almost  all  my  time 
reading  in  the  Foundation’s  library.  Am  very 
impressed  by  Vinoba,  Gandhi’s  successor.  He  envi- 
sages a society  based  on  concentric  governing  bod- 
ies, starting  with  the  villages,  all  operating  on  con- 
sensus or  near-consensus  — in  other  words,  an 
organization  very  similar  to  the  Quaker  model,  but 
encompassing  all  political  activity.  He  refers  to  the 
Quakers  when  he  speaks  of  consensus.  When  asked 
on  one  occasion  to  comment  on  the  Quaker  form 
of  worship,  he  said  that  group  silent  worship  was 
good  for  breadth,  individual  silent  worship  for 
depth.  His  arguments  against  institutional  religion 
echo  some  Quaker  arguments. 

Nov.  3,  Gopeshwar  — Arrived  here  after  travelling 
two  days  by  bus  from  Delhi.  Gopeshwar  is  a town 
located  in  the  tree-covered  Himalayas  of  northern 
India,  an  incredibly  beautiful  region.  This  is  the 
home  of  the  Chipko  movement  — “Hug  the  trees.” 
It  started  as  a movement  by  the  local  people  to 
protect  the  licensing  of  outside  contractors  to 
exploit  the  forests  when  local  small-scale  industries 
were  being  refused  trees.  The  residents  proclaimed 
that  they  would  “hug  the  trees”  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  contractors  from  cutting  them  down. 

From  there  it  has  expanded  into  a broad-based 
movement  concerned  with  the  rights  of  a region 
over  its  own  local  resources,  as  well  as  a new  aware- 
ness of  the  connection  between  indiscriminate 
exploitation  of  the  forests,  and  “natural”  disasters 
such  as  floods  and  landslides.  Misuse  of  mountain 
forests  has  been  blamed  for  the  drastic  floods  exper- 
ienced by  India  this  year,  the  worst  in  its  recorded 
history. 

The  Chipko  movement  has  been  impressively 
successful.  They  have  convinced  the  government 
to  impose  a total  ban  on  tree-cutting  within  an 
area  of  1200  sq.  km.  They  are  involved  in  an  inten- 
sive program  of  reforestation.  The  movement  is 
also  spreading  to  other  regions. 

We  are  staying  at  the  Dasholi  Gram  Swarajya 
Sangh  (Dasholi  Village  Autonomy  Association), 
where  the  movement  began.  My  companion  is 
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Yogesh  Kumar  of  the  Gandhi  Peace  Foundation. 

Nov.  4 — This  morning  had  my  first  interview 
with  Chandi  Prasad  Bhatt,  the  head  of  the  Dasholi 
Gram  Swarajya  Sangh.  Yogesh  acted  as  interpre- 
ter. We  covered  mainly  the  history  of  the  move- 
ment. Chandi  Prasad  Bhatt  is  a very  friendly, 
relaxed,  informal  man,  with  a disarming,  ingenuous 
smile,  but  with  a keen  perception  of  realities. 

Over  dinner,  Chandi  Prasad  asked  me  about 
myself,  about  my  personal  life,  about  my  flute- 
making and  other  occupations.  He  was  impressed 
by  my  half-lotus  sitting  position,  but  I told  him 
that  the  real  trick  was  eating  with  my  hands.  (Fd 
learned  at  lunch.  You’re  only  allowed  to  use  one 
hand!) 

After  dinner  it  was  my  turn  again.  I asked  about 
the  setup  of  the  Swarajya  Sangh,  which  is  basically 
a cooperative  encompassing  various  small-scale 
industries.  I was  curious  to  know  if  they  used  con- 
sensus in  their  decision-making.  After  some  diffi- 
culty in  translating,  I was  satisfied  that  they  did.  I 
explained  that  I was  a Quaker,  and  that  we  also 
used  this  process. 

Chandi  Prasad  then  told  me  that  he  had  read 
about  Quakers  in  a book  many  years  ago  — about 
how  they  looked  for  peace  — and  had  wanted  to 
know  more  about  them.  He  seemed  moved  that 
he  was  now  face  to  face  with  one.  He  asked  if  it 
was  true  that,  when  we  had  difficulty  coming  to 
agreement,  we  remained  silent  for  10  minutes.  I 
told  him  it  was. 

At  the  end  of  the  interview  I asked  him  if  he  had 
any  questions  to  ask  me.  He  asked  about  forests 
and  soil  erosion  in  the  U.S.  (I  didn’t  do  too  well 
on  that),  and  then  turned  the  conversation  again  to 
Quakerism.  He  wanted  to  know  what  Quakers  are 
doing  now  in  the  field  of  social  change.  1 told  him 
some  of  the  issues  in  which  some  of  us  are  involved. 
He  then  asked  what  it  was  that  bound  us  together. 

I started  to  explain  about  the  rather  loose  structure 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  Yogesh  told  me  I 
was  being  asked  about  the  basis  of  Quakerism. 

So  I told  him  that  the  binding  force  was  the 
shared  experience  of  stilling  our  thoughts  and 
thereby  coming  to  feel  the  presence  and  guidance 
of  God  - without  the  aid  of  priests,  temples,  or 
rituals  - telling  us  the  right  way  to  live  our  lives. 
Chandi  Prasad  paused,  then  said  gently  (and  the 
weight  of  the  statement  even  carried  thru  to 
Yogesh’s  tone),  “Language  can  be  no  barrier  in 
understanding  one  another’s  ideologies.” 

The  interview  was  over. 


Manuel  and  the  People’s  Republic  Of  China 

Trudie  Hunt 

Guatemala  Friends  Worship  Group 

Readers  may  remember  a Friends  Bulletin  article, 
“Manuel  and  Me,”  raising  questions  as  to  how  one 
copes,  faces,  evades,  lives  with  the  gross  inequity 
between  oneself  and  those  around  one,  be  it  on  the 
local  or  the  world  scale. 

We  have  just  returned  from  a trip  to  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  the  cost  of  which  was  approxi- 
mately six  times  what  Manuel  earns  in  a year  to  sup- 
port his  family  of  eight. 

Manuel,  usually  reticent,  is  curious.  What  is 
China  like? 

Where  does  one  start  to  enumerate  the  differences 
we  saw  and  felt  between  Guatemala  and  the  Peo- 
ple’s Republic? 

Manuel  — we  were  told,  and  from  what  we  saw 
tend  to  believe,  that  all  have  access  to  gainful  work, 
medical  care,  and  education,  at  least  through  the 
first  years  of  secondary  school.  And  that  there  is 
freedom  from  inflation.  You  have  none  of  these 
rights.  We  saw  no  luxuries,  except  in  shops  for 
tourists,  but  stores  were  crowded  with  people  with 
the  money  to  buy  basic  items  such  as  cloth,  clothes, 
thermos  bottles,  and  kitchen  utensils. 

Manuel  — we  were  told,  and  from  what  we  saw 
tend  to  believe,  that  families  are  smaller.  One  does 
not  need  to  fear  that  half  one’s  children  will  die  of 
disease  and  dysentery,  nor  does  one  produce  them 
for  one’s  security  in  old  age.  Men  will  marry  at  an 
age  when  you  already  had  five  children  to  support. 

Manuel  — we  saw  and  felt  that  people  had  dignity 
and  honesty  and  a sense  of  common  purpose  to 
improve  the  community.  This  we  felt  in  spite  of 
seeing  one-room  urban  hovels  so  small  that  cook- 
ing was  done  outside  on  the  sidewalks  in  the  cold, 
and  crowded  rural  homes  on  an  agricultural  com- 
mune. We  saw  how  urban  blocks  were  organized 
by  the  people  for  purposes  of  mutual  welfare, 
health,  and  sanitation. 

Manuel  — you  live  amidst  coffee,  cattle,  and  sugar 
cane  plantations  whose  rich  land  produces  great 
wealth  for  a few  by  exporting  these  luxuries  to 
wealthy  U.S.A.  You  know  of  your  neighbors  who 
earn  $1  a day  on  this  land.  Other  lands  lie  unused, 
while  the  peasant  cannot  raise  his  essential  corn  and 
beans  on  his  tiny  plot.  In  the  People’s  Republic 
for  hundreds  of  miles  from  train  windows  we  saw 
rice  paddies,  brilliant  green  winter  wheat,  endless 
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fields  of  cabbage,  later  seen  drying  from  every 
urban  apartment  window.  All  these  crops  were  to 
be  consumed  by  the  people  themselves.  And  there 
were  small  plots  of  land,  even  crowding  up  to  the 
railroad  roadbed,  for  individual  use  in  truck  farm- 
ing. 

Manuel  — we  saw  peasants  carrying  as  heavy  a 
load  and  working  as  hard  in  the  fields  with  as  pri- 
mitive means  as  one  sees  in  Guatemala.  But  there 
was  no  exploitation  of  this  work.  We  saw  no  hun- 
gry, ragged,  dirty  children;  no  one  begged  from  us 
rich  gringos;  we  didn’t  need  to,  and  often  couldn’t, 
lock  our  hotel  room  door;  a tangerine  that  fell 
from  my  sweater  pocket  was  graciously  returned 
to  me. 

Reader  — how  do  you  make  this  real  to  a young 
capable  man  born  into  a system  and  environment 
of  hungry  children,  robbery,  violence,  corruption, 
economic  exploitation?  We  have  our  own  doubts 
and  questions  about  the  People’s  Republic  — the 
rights  of  the  individual;  the  lack  of  access  to  infor- 
mation; the  ritualistic,  narrow  mouthing  of  black 
and  white  stereotypes  (which  can  change  tomor- 
row); the  internal  and  international  power  struggle; 
the  pandora’s  box  that  is  being  opened  with  the  em- 
emphasis  on  production,  “learning  from  the  West,” 
national  defense;  the  definite  trend  away  from 
egalitarianism.  But  perhaps  these  questions  do  not 
mean  as  much  to  a third  world  peasant  as  to  those 
advantaged  and  inculcated  with  individualism  and 
democracy. 

So,  Manuel  — we  saw  no  utopia.  But  we  saw  that 
there  was  a system  under  which  people  were  living 
with  dignity,  decency,  and  dedication.  That  some- 
how people  had  been  inspired  to  lift  themselves  by 
their  bootstraps,  and  work  for  the  good  of  all. 

Exploited  Manuels  — your  revolution  is  long 
overdue. 

Traveling  Young  Friend  Report 

Jay  Thatcher 

Marin  and  Eugene  Meetings 

This  past  summer  I travelled  among  Friends 
throughout  the  United  States  for  the  Friends  Con- 
sultation on  Youth  Involvement.  Meeting  with 
representation  from  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  Friends  General  Conference,  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation,  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  and  Young  Friends  of  North 
America,  the  consultation  maintained  communi- 


cation with  the  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation  and  Friends  United  Meeting.  Sponsor- 
ship for  the  travelling  young  Friend  project  came 
from  the  consultation  group  as  well  as  from  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  As  the  travelling  young  Friend, 
my  ministry  was  to  communicate  between  young 
Friends  and  Friends  organizations.  The  project 
hoped  to  inform  young  Friends  of  their  opportun- 
ities for  involvement  with  Quaker  organizations 
and  to  discover  what  opportunities  young  Friends 
wanted. 

I visited  23  Friends  Meetings  and  churches,  repre- 
senting 15  different  Yearly  Meetings,  17  projects 
and  offices,  three  Yearly  Meeting  sessions,  five 
Quaker  conferences,  two  Friends  schools  and  two 
New  Games  tournaments.  Most  of  my  travelling 
was  by  Greyhound  bus. 

In  local  meetings  and  at  Yearly  Meeting  sessions 
I usually  led  meetings  for  young  Friends  of  high 
school  and  college  age,  combining  games  and  values 
clarification  exercises  with  the  sharing  of  informa- 
tion and  ideas  on  youth  involvement.  Some  indi- 
vidual counseling  was  done  with  young  Friends 
who  are  seeking  ways  to  be  involved.  I tried  to 
develop  an  ear  for  conversations  that  related  to  my 
ministry.  I talked  with  the  staff  of  programs  that 
involved  youth.  I observed  two  orientation  sessions 
for  Southern  Africa  Summer  project  and  one  work 
camp.  I shared  briefly  in  the  work  of  a second 
work  camp.  I refereed  New  Games  for  different 
age  groups,  led  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  family 
recreation  night  and  talent  show,  and  helped  coor- 
dinate food  preparation  for  the  Young  Friends  of 
North  America  Conference. 

This  report  should  give  you  some  idea  of  what  I 
felt,  what  I realized  and  what  I heard  from  young 
people  during  this  summer’s  travels.  As  I travelled, 

I felt  warmly  welcomed  into  the  meetings,  offices, 
and  homes  of  Friends.  I was,  however,  travelling 
alone  and  keeping  a full  schedule.  Loneliness  and 
fatigue  bothered  me  from  time  to  time.  I came  to 
understand  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  apostles 
and  early  Friends  travelled  in  twos. 

I almost  always  found  several  young  Friends  who 
were  definitely  interested  in  one  or  more  of  the 
programs  I was  describing.  Young  Friends  are  inter- 
ested in  specific  programs  that  meet  their  needs,  but 
have  little  commitment  to  any  organization  or  set 
of  programs.  As  Friends  increase  in  age  they  gain 
in  awareness  and  commitment  to  Friends  organiza- 
tions and,  somewhat  paradoxically,  in  concern  for 
youth  involvement  as  an  idea. 
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Though  young  Friends  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
issue  of  youth  involvement,  they  are  often  indivi- 
dually seeking  ways  to  serve  or  be  involved.  1 think 
that  the  Society  of  Friends  should  take  advantage 
of  this  tremendous  resource. 

The  best  way  to  meet  the  needs  of  young  people 
is  to  encourage  them  to  design  their  own  programs. 
Of  all  that  1 saw  this  summer,  the  projects  I felt 
best  about  were  all  planned  by  youth.  Nothing 
can  quite  substitute  for  personal  concern  as  a moti- 
vating factor.  Youth  participation  in  planning 
should  be  encouraged.  Young  Friends  should  start 
looking  to  Quaker  organizations  as  a resource  to 
help  them  act  as  they  are  led. 

The  young  Friends  I met  have  a wide  variety  of 
interests.  I tried  to  gain  some  idea  of  what  those 
interests  are  and  what  sorts  of  programs  young 
Friends  would  participate  in.  I am  more  interested 
in  questions  of  program  design  and  organization 
than  in  selection  of  specific  issues  or  service  pro- 
jects. 

Programs  that  offer  experience  in  a vocation 
would  be  attractive  to  one  who  had  chosen  that 
vocation.  I wanted  experience  in  my  own  profes- 
sion of  physical  education,  so  1 designed  my  sum- 
mer’s work  to  give  me  that.  Other  young  Friends 
are  interested  in  music,  counseling,  peace  studies 
and  photography. 

I’ve  found  that  young  Friends  from  work  camps 
enjoyed  chances  to  meet  and  work  with  the  people 
they  were  serving.  Sharing  across  lines  of  race,  cul- 
ture, and  age  is  also  valued. 

I think  young  people  will  always  be  interested  in 
travelling.  Perhaps  this  suggests  a revival  of  some- 
thing resembling  YFNA  caravans. 

Youth  also  welcome  a chance  to  earn  money, 
though  many  of  us  wish  to  limit  our  earnings  and 
expenditures  and  so  are  willing  to  live  on  very 
little. 

The  most  important  factor  I see  for  youth  pro- 
gram design  is  to  provide  a personally  supportive 
situation  that  allows  participants  to  grow  and 
expose  themselves  to  new  experiences.  Essential 
to  this  is  the  presence  of  other  youth.  The  high 
school  age  Friends  want  to  be  with  their  F/friends. 
Those  who  are  about  my  age  and  older  are  feeling 
called  to  community  with  others  who  will  share 
their  lives. 

I was  very  impressed  by  the  Summer  ’78  project 
of  AFSC’s  Southwest  region.  Twelve  young  peo- 
ple shared  a house  as  they  worked  together  in  com- 
munity organizing  for  disarmament  of  a local  wea- 
pons station.  Several  of  them  hope  to  stay  together 


and  continue  the  work.  Jim  Navarro,  a young 
Friend  who  has  been  working  alone  on  community 
organizaing  in  Northern  California,  feels  that  he 
could  have  greatly  bene  fitted  by  working  and  living 
with  one  or  two  others. 

Projects  involving  youth  can  be  made  more  enjoy- 
able, personally  rewarding  and  attractive  by  inclu- 
ding a community  that  shares  lives,  food  and  living 
space.  The  younger  the  group,  the  more  guidance 
they,  as  a community,  will  need  from  project 
directors. 

Creative  and  loving  staff  from  ongoing  programs 
may  be  able  to  use  interns,  one  at  a time,  or  possi- 
bly in  groups.  An  already  existing  group,  such  as  a 
Friends  Meeting  or  neighborhood  organization, 
could  provide  a supportive  atmosphere  for  someone 
working  with  them. 

There  are  many  issues  that  I’ve  heard  young 
Friends  express  interest  in:  feminism,  gay  rights, 
education,  peace  conversion,  the  environment,  apar- 
theid, Northern  Ireland  or  pastoral  counseling. 

I found  broader  interest  in  several  other  issues. 
Enough  food  for  all  was  chosen  by  my  interest 
group  at  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Evangelism 
was  a concern  raised  at  the  quakeumenical  Confer- 
ence of  Young  Adult  Friends.  Simple  living,  or 
Christian  lifestyle,  is  a personal  concern  of  young 
Friends  from  all  strains  of  Quakerism.  I’ve  found 
more  young  Friends  working  on  the  Mobilization 
for  Survival  issues  than  on  any  other  single  con- 
cern. YFNA  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Young 
Friends  have  started  action  against  the  possible 
reinstatement  of  conscription. 

There  are  several  things  that  the  Service  Commit- 
tee could  do  better  in  the  process  of  recruiting  for 
youth  programming. 

For  summer  programs,  the  timing  of  announce- 
ments is  important.  I start  looking  for  summer 
work  in  January.  Some  National  Parks  stop  taking 
applications  on  or  about  January  7.  I met  one 
young  Friend  who  accepted  a summer  job  late  this 
past  spring,  only  to  be  invited  one  week  later  to 
join  the  Southern  Africa  Summer  project.  She  kept 
the  job  because  she  had  given  her  word,  even  though 
she  would  have  much  preferred  to  work  at  subsis- 
tence level  on  a social  action  project.  I’m  aware 
that  it  is  very  hard  to  anticipate  the  shape  of  pro- 
jects in  the  fluid  world  of  social  action,  but  a bet- 
ter job  needs  to  be  done  on  sending  out  advance 
materials. 

The  clerk  of  a Friends  Meeting  is  always  a busy 
person  and  often  not  the  one  who  is  in  best  con- 
tact with  young  Friends.  Mailing  to  the  clerks  an 
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announcement  of  interest  to  young  Friends  is  often 
poor  strategy.  A mailing  list  of  active  young  Friends 
and  young  Friends  advisors  could  be  compiled. 
Distribution  of  information  could  also  be  handled 
by  YFNA  volunteers. 

I recall  fondly  the  meetings  for  worship  at  Friends 
Center  in  Philadelphia.  Both  felt  like  they  were 
founded  on  the  rock.  Somehow  beneath  us  lay  a 
cool,  hard  foundation  of  God.  This  is  reassuring, 
for  the  superstructure  is  certainly  great  enough  to 
require  a sure  foundation. 

“You  can  count  the  seeds  in  an  apple,  but  you 
can’t  count  the  apples  in  a seed.”  I know  that 
seeds  have  been  planted  in  me  this  summer.  I have 
hope  that  seeds  have  also  been  planted  in  the  lives 
of  some  young  Friends  and  in  the  life  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  I pray  that  the  fruits  and  flowers  will 
be  both  beautiful  and  nourishing. 

Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 
Midwinter  Fellowship 

Wilma  Gurney,  Reporter,  SCQM 

Expressions  of  renewal  and  growth  were  present 
at  the  Southern  California  Midwinter  Fellowship. 
The  burned-over  canyon  walls  and  the  creek’s 
eroded  embankments  showed  us  desolation.  The 
lively  tendrils  of  wild  cucumber  vine  thrusting 
their  ways  over  charred  roots  gave  evidence  of 
re-generation.  Midwinter  Fellowship  experienced 
its  own  kind  of  re-generation.  Many  Young  Friends 
took  responsibility  for  the  care  of  our  children, 
when  only  a few  years  ago  they  were  the  responsi- 
bility. It  was  a privilege  to  live  with  renewal  and 
growth  amid  outer  surroundings  and  within  our- 
selves. 

How  did  this  sense  of  renewal  and  growth  per- 
meate our  gathering?  We  met  in  a climate  of  learn- 
ing. Special  committees  met  Friday,  February 
ninth,  and  others  came  to  the  camp  grounds  for 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  clerk  helped  us  feel 
responsible  for  opening  ourselves  to  learning  dur- 
ing our  time  together,  so  better  understanding  of 
our  educational  concerns  could  be  recognized 
within  our  Meetings  and  communities. 

Margaret  Yarrow  called  us  to  start  with  what  we 
have  as  Friends.  Faith  and  Practice  is  like  living 
seed.  When  we  nuture  the  living  seed  we  can  hold 
beliefs  grown  out  of  experience.  George  Fox 
taught  that  belief  finds  expression  in  the  Light  of 
God  within  ourselves.  Margaret  Yarrow  questioned, 


“How  will  the  living  seeds  of  our  past  grow?”  We 
were  reminded  that  growth  occurs  but  little  through 
words,  but  extensively  from  our  lives. 

Sharing  groups  focused  attention  on  many  areas: 

1)  Friends’  Schools  2)  Parent  and  pupil  involve- 
ment in  public  schools  3)  Professional  involvement 
in  education  at  all  levels  4)  Religious  Education: 
The  Meeting’s  Role  with  a)  children  and  youth 
b)  adults  c)  teaching  First  Day  School.  The  exper- 
ience gained  from  the  sharing  groups  will  be  revealed 
as  our  Meetings  speak  in  the  coming  year. 

What  do  Friends  learn  from  Family  Fun?  They 
learn  to  form  a circle  with  a “Big-Little”  sequence. 
They  learn  to  get  themselves  so  tangled  in  arms  and 
legs,  help  is  needed  to  find  themselves.  “Big”  and 
“Little”  loosen  up  to  disco  music  and  folk  dancing, 
thanks  to  Cathy  Shocaht.  Try  going  under  a bridge 
made  by  two  five  year  olds  and  you  learn  about 
neglected  muscles,  while  learning  the  joy  of  a spec- 
trum of  ages  playing  together. 

There  was  an  openness  in  the  State  of  the  Meet- 
ing Reports  and  in  the  responses  to  them.  Reports 
spoke  of  crises  within  Meetings  and  how  direction 
was  sought  through  gathered  meetings,  often  using 
Quaker  Dialogue.  Harmony,  growing  out  of  a 
strong  conflict,  was  found  to  be  possible.  One 
Meeting  opened  itself  to  see  their  money  as  a gift 
to  God.  Believing  all  resources  are  gifts  of  God, 
they  found  money  to  be  the  least  of  their  resources. 
Reports  showed  that  life  of  the  Spirit  extended 
growth  when  the  Meeting  was  a network  of  caring. 
Meetings  recognized  the  need  to  spread  leadership 
responsibilities  and  found  some  success.  There  are 
Meetings  concerned  with  absent  members,  leaving 
a few  to  carry  responsibility.  There  were  calls  for 
help  and  responses  were  heard.  Visiting  was  offered. 
The  on-going  restructuring  of  SCQM  will  seek  to  be 
more  attentive  to  needs  of  Meetings,  members  and 
attenders. 

Although  many  questions  went  with  us  from  Mid- 
winter Fellowship,  from  Quaker  past  we  know  there 
is  “Light  without  measure”  and  there  is  living  seed 
in  Faith  and  Practice.  Renewal  and  growth  occurs 
within  and  through  us,  not  just  with  wild  cucumber 
vines  that  rejuvenate  the  scorched  walls  of 
Temescal  Canyon. 

Argenta  Monthly  Meeting  needs  50  “Friends 
Hymnals.”  Please  write  to  Edith  Gorman, 

Argenta,  B.C.  VOG  1BO,  regarding  quantity, 
condition  and  price.  Thank  you. 
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Book  Review 

CREATING  SOLAR  JOBS  — Options  for  Military 
Workers  and  Communities 

A report  of  the  Mid-Peninsula  Conversion  Project 
69  pp.  Mid-Peninsula  Conversion  Project, 
November,  1978,  $3.50 

Ben  Seaver 

San  Francisco  Meeting 

The  20th  century  has  seen  a succession  of  dis- 
armament conferences  none  of  which  have  inter- 
rupted the  arms  race  or  the  constant  escalation  of 
military  budgets.  There  are  many  reasons  for  this 
phenomenon.  One  of  them  is  the  huge  and  wide- 
spread economic  vested  interest  in  arms  production, 
including  not  only  the  military  and  armament  manu- 
facturers, but  also  the  labor  force  involved,  and 
indeed  the  entire  community  in  which  the  produc- 
tion takes  place. 

This  has  led  to  a generally  held  belief  that  our 
economic  prosperity  depends  on  a continuation  or 
increase  in  military  spending,  a belief  which  is  now 
being  challenged.  Recent  studies  indicate  that  the 
capital  intensive  nature  of  military  production  is 
giving  us  fewer  and  fewer  jobs  at  ever  higher  costs, 
resulting  in  job  insecurity  and  chronic  unemploy- 
ment. Similar  expenditures  in  almost  any  civilian 
field  produce  many  more  jobs.  Military  spending 
fuels  inflation,  and  by  diverting  capital  and  techni- 
cal expertise  from  civilian  production,  weakens  our 
ability  to  compete  with  foreign  producers.  Also 
there  are  cases  on  record  where  the  closing  of  a mili- 
tary base,  or  the  cancellation  of  a military  contract 
have  resulted,  after  a prolonged  period  of  disruption 
and  hardship,  in  an  increase  in  overall  employment 
and  a generally  more  prosperous  community. 

It  would  seem  that  preplanning  could  shorten  and 
moderate  the  unhappy  aspects  of  the  transition 
period,  and  ensure  its  favorable  outcome.  To  meet 
this  problem  it  has  been  proposed  to  Congress  that 
an  “alternative  use  committee”  be  set  up  at  every 
military  base  and  at  every  industrial  plant  receiving 
a substantial  military  contract.  The  “alternative 
use  committee”  would  be  made  up  of  representatives 
of  management,  the  labor  force,  and  the  community. 
Its  purpose  would  be  to  prepare  a plan  for  the  base 
or  plant  to  be  converted  to  civilian  production,  by 
analyzing  the  job  skills  involved,  identifying  match- 
ing job  skill  openings  in  civilian  production,  and 
exploring  unmet  community  needs  that  the  released 
manpower  might  satisfy. 


The  Mid-Peninsula  Conversion  Project  is  a kind 
of  unofficial  “alternative  use  committee”  for  Santa 
Clara  County  which  has,  per  capita,  the  highest 
concentration  of  military  spending  in  the  nation, 
with  100,000  workers  directly  depending  on 
Defense  Department  contracts.  MPCP  has  been  for 
several  years  a project  of  the  AFSC  until  its  recent 
independence  as  a community  organization.  It 
was  one  of  the  groups  which  persuaded  the  state 
government  to  hold  Senate  hearings  last  November 
on  the  economic  effects  of  military  spending  in 
California.  The  MPCP  report,  “Creating  Solar  Jobs  - 
Options  for  Military  Workers  and  Communities,” 
was  produced  just  in  time  to  be  presented  at  these 
hearings,  and  was  very  well  received.  This  solar 
study  was  funded  by  grants  from  the  Stern  Fund, 
Environmentalists  for  Full  Employment,  The  Asso- 
ciation of  Bay  Area  Governments,  Santa  Clara 
County  Central  Labor  Council,  the  AFSC,  and  con- 
tributions from  numerous  individuals.  Care  was 
taken  to  avoid  any  one-sided  bias  by  setting  up  an 
advisory  panel  of  energy  researchers,  solar  business 
people,  labor  representatives,  environmentalists, 
and  government  officials.  The  focus  of  the  report 
is  on  one  military  plant,  the  Lockheed  Missiles  and 
Space  Company  in  Sunnyvale,  and  on  one  conver- 
sion option,  the  developing  solar  industry. 

The  report  is  divided  into  three  chapters.  The 
first,  “Solar  Job  Skills  and  Employment,”  examines 
various  solar  technologies,  some  of  which,  if  equally 
subsidized,  are  already  competitive  with  conven- 
tional energy  sources,  while  others  are,  perhaps,  a 
generation  away  from  general  use.  It  estimates  that 
the  production  and  installation  of  active  solar 
heaters  alone  may  create  as  many  as  100,000  jobs 
in  California  in  the  next  decade.  Current  energy 
policies  are  extremely  inefficient.  About  30%  of 
new  California  homes  are  heated  by  electricity,  with 
about  2/3  of  the  fossil  fuel’s  energy  being  lost  in 
waste  heat,  and  up  to  another  10%  in  transmission. 
Moreover,  resources  of  fossil  fuel  and  uranium  are 
non-renewable.  As  supplies  decrease,  their  prices 
increase,  becoming  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  infla- 
tion. The  report  notes  that,  “More  than  40%  of 
our  oil  is  imported,  draining  U.S.  trade  dollars  and 
increasing  the  pressure  to  expand  military  sales  to 
oil  producing  countries.  Solar  energy  provides  non- 
inflationary heating  sources,  because  the  cost  of 
energy  produced  depends  only  on  the  initial  invest- 
ment rather  than  on  escalating  fuel  prices.  In  an 
inflationary  economy,  solar  energy  prices  will  actu- 
ally decrease  in  real  dollars  over  the  life  of  the 

(continued  on  page  102) 
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(Review:  cont.  from  page  101 ) 
investment.” 

The  second  chapter,  “Options  for  Military 
Workers,”  found  in  general,  that  the  great  majority 
of  Lockheed  workers  could  be  transferred  to  com- 
parable jobs  in  solar  industry  with  little  or  no 
retraining.  The  chapter  contains  a detailed  listing 
of  the  jobs  performed  by  members  of  the  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Machinists  at  the  Lockheed 
plant  with  comparable  solar  job  possibilities.  It 
also  deals  in  some  detail  with  two  Santa  Clara 
County  firms,  Acurex  Corporation  and  Varian 
Associates,  who  at  one  time  concentrated  on  mili- 
tary work,  but  have  diversifed  into  the  solar  mar- 
ket and  other  civilian  fields.  Acurex  Corporation, 
for  instance,  in  1965  was  100%  occupied  with 
defense  aerospace  contracts.  In  1977  defense  con- 
tracts were  only  16%  of  its  business,  less  than  its 
civilian  energy  research.  This  chapter  also  contains 
a description  of  developments  at  Lucas  Aerospace, 
Britain’s  largest  military  firm,  with  some  17  plants. 
In  the  last  1 5 years  the  increasingly  capital-inten- 
sive nature  of  production  has  resulted  in  a cutback 
of  the  labor  force  from  20,000  to  1 i ,000.  The 
reaction  of  the  unions  involved  was  to  form  a Lucas 
Combine  Shop  Stewards  Committee,  uniting  groups 
previously  separated  by  geographic  and  craft  divi- 
sions. At  first  their  purpose  was  purely  a defensive 
action  against  further  lay-offs.  A science  and  tech- 
nology consulting  service  was  set  up  to  provide  sup- 
port to  members  whose  jobs  were  threatened  by 
new  mechinery.  Gradually  this  evolved  into  the 
idea  of  an  “alternate  corporation  plan”  to  use  their 
skills  and  equipment  to  produce  new  products.  The 
complete  plan,  covering  about  150  products,  has 
one  section  on  alternate  energy  with  a focus  on 
solar  systems. 

The  third  chapter  is  concerned  with  “Community 
Solar  Development.”  The  fear  is  that  “it  seems 
likely  that  large  corporations  with  assets  over  100 
million  dollars  may  dominate  the  solar  industry,” 
and  that  this  “would  not  maximize  the  potential 
benefits  which  solar  would  bring  in  terms  of  cost, 
employment  and  efficiency.”  The  study  advocates 
that  “small  solar  businesses  and  environmentalists 
unite  in  a coalition  with  organized  labor  and  minor- 
ity and  low-income  communities.  This  coalition 
could  have  the  necessary  local  and  national  strength 
to  challenge  corporate  control.”  The  report  does 
not  minimize  the  difficulties.  It  notes  that  already 
19  of  the  top  25  solar  companies  have  annual  sales 
above  $50  million.  Moreover,  in  the  development 


of  photovoltaic  cells,  a firm  must  have  the  capital 
to  carry  on  a major  research  and  development  pro- 
gram and  may  have  to  update  production  methods 
several  times  before  prices  are  competitive  enough 
to  command  a mass  market.  Estimates  are  that  no 
firm  with  sales  revenue  of  less  than  a billion  a year 
can  compete  in  this  field.  Even  in  those  parts  of 
the  solar  industry  where  relatively  small  firms  are 
able  to  compete,  major  corporations  usually  have 
greater  ability  to  weather  hard  times,  to  buy  out 
promising  smaller  firms,  and  to  lower  prices  tem- 
porarily to  gain  control  of  markets. 

Despite  these  and  other  factors  favoring  continu- 
ation of  the  trend  toward  centralization  in  our 
society,  the  report  hopes  that  the  coalition  it  envi- 
sages as  well  as  community  development  corpora- 
tions, cooperatives,  and  municipal  enterprises  may 
maximize  the  benefits  of  solar  power  and  help 
stem  the  flow  toward  centralization.  “Creating 
Solar  Jobs  — Options  for  Military  Workers  and 
Communities”  thus  deals  with  two  of  the  major 
problems  of  our  time:  the  conversion  of  military 
production  to  socially  useful  purposes,  and  a transi- 
tion to  alternate  energy  sources  which  are  renewable, 
non-polluting  and  potentially  local  and  decentral- 
izing in  nature.  The  study  seems  carefully 
researched,  restrained  in  its  statements,  and  conser- 
vative in  its  conclusions.  All  in  all  it  is  a model  of  a 
study  indicating  desirable  goals  and  the  actions 
necessary  to  work  towards  them. 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

Pattiebuff  Bear 
Eugene  Monthly  Meeting 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  convened  for  its 
day-long  winter  session,  January  20,  at  the  Sunny- 
side  Methodist  Church,  Portland.  Multnomah 
Monthly  Meeting  served  as  host. 

We  were  privileged  and  delighted  to  have  Margaret 
Gibbins  of  FWCC.  She  spoke  to  us  on,  “Commun- 
ication towards  Understanding”  drawing  from  her 
varied  experiences  including  the  recent  third  annual 
Missions  in  Service  gathering  in  Guatemala.  After 
sack  lunches,  Friends  had  the  opportunity  to  share 
with  Margaret  during  her  interest  group.  Other 
groups  met  on  parenting,  sustaining  marriage  under 
the  care  of  the  Meeting,  and  New  Call  to  Peace- 
making. 

An  exciting  item  of  Business  was  the  report  of 
Frances  Poynter,  Salem  Meeting,  on  the  FCNL 
Regional  Conference  scheduled  for  mid-May  at 
George  Fox  College.  Singing,  Pot-luck  supper  and, 
of  course,  much  visiting  concluded  the  Meeting. 
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Why  This  Friend  Is  Civil  Disobedient 

John  Affolter 
Eastside  Meeting 

About  five  Catholics  and  four  Friends  were  on 
the  bus  carrying  Trident  submarine  base  “occupiers” 
to  Tacoma  jail,  July  4,  ’77.  The  rest  of  the  18 
aboard  were  mostly  unaligned,  with  widely  varying 
philosophies.  Ten  and  a half  months  later,  on 
5/22/78,  only  four  of  them  — including  two  of  the 
Friends  and  one  Catholic  — were  enroute  again 
from  the  base  to  jail  for  the  same  offense,  this  time 
by  special  U.S.  Marshall  car.  But  262  other  occu- 
piers were  being  brought  in  behind  them  by  bus. 

Why  had  they  all  “invaded”  the  naval  base  in  pro- 
test? There  was  no  common  political  or  economic 
philosophy.  Their  religious  beliefs  covered  a broad 
spectrum  from  Catholicism  to  humanism  and 
beyond.  Was  it  fear  of  the  bomb?  Maybe  in  part. 
But  it  was  mainly  pure  gut  reaction  that  caused  me 
to  be  one  of  those  two-time  Friend  occupiers, 
despite  10  days  in  jail  for  the  first  invasion. 

My  resistance  to  U.S.  authority  came  naturally. 
From  early  youth  to  manhood  I had  to  oppose  my 
father’s  commands  on  many  occasions  to  main- 
tain my  self-respect,  identity,  and  peer  relations. 

But  after  every  confrontation  — sometimes  physi- 
cal — he  was  always  apparently  forgiving.  At  other 
times  he  was  gentle  teacher  and  guide.  If  I have 
him  to  thank  for  my  discovering  the  rewards  of 
selective  rebellion,  I also  have  the  World  War  II 
draft,  and  Friends. 

The  horrors  of  war  were  quite  evident  through 
World  War  I movies  and  reports  from  Europe,  1940, 
by  draft  time  that  year.  None  of  my  Congregational 
or  other  friends  had  any  conscientious  objections 
to  military  service,  but  a few  knew  Friends  who 
did.  Thanks  to  my  encounters  with  my  father  I 
was  inclined  to  be  an  objector  if  there  was  any  bet- 
ter way  to  protect  friend  and  country.  Friends  in 
Friends’  Church  in  Berkeley  and  AFSC  showed 
that  way.  More  important  they  provided  full  moral 
support  for  it.  I was  not  deterred  by  the  result. 

My  becoming  the  first  C.O.  in  the  history  of  my 
father’s  clan  provoked  and  hurt  him  deeply.  When 
he  recovered,  we  reunited  on  a more  equal  basis. 

Years  later  (25  years  ago)  my  wife  and  I joined 
unprogrammed  Friends.  I have  since  experienced 
Friends’  beliefs  and  attitudes  as  very  supportive 
to  any  independent,  confident,  reasonable  and 
humane  rebellion.  But  though  I subscribe  fully  to 
Friends’  beliefs  and  ways  it  is  my  early  condition- 
ing that  impells  me  under  reasonable  conditions  to 


civil  disobedience.  Nor  has  there  been  any  gap 
between  earlier  learning  and  now.  In  the  interval 
father  has  been  replaced  often  by  unreasonable 
employers,  over-bearing  friends  or  organizational 
leader,  government  in  different  forms.  All  have 
given  opportunity  — gladly  accepted  — to  perfect 
confident,  humane  opposition. 

Out  of  3500  legally  demonstrating  at  the  Trident 
base  on  5/22,  24  of  all  ages  were  from  the  small 
Eastside  Friends  Meeting.  That  I,  maverick  among 
more  usual  middle  class  folk,  was  one  of  the  two 
self-selected  to  invade,  was  pure  accident  of  birth. 
Probably  I would  still  be  suffering  guilt  for  not 
jumping  the  fence  of  the  base  had  it  not  been  for 
their  support  and  that  of  Seattle  F.O.R.  members 
who  helped  me  to  jump. 

Where  is  God  in  all  this?  Ever  present  in  all,  but 
for  me  not  to  be  mentioned,  lest  in  so  doing  one 
evades  rigorous  reasoning,  thus  short-circuiting 
Truth. 

(Editor’s  Note:  John  Affolter  began  a 45  day  jail 
sentence  on  Feb.  9.  For  those  who  wish  to  sup- 
port John  in  his  witness  by  letters,  his  address  is 
King  County  Jail,  1-3,  Seattle,  WA  98104.) 

Letters 
Dear  Friend, 

The  January-February  issue  of  our  Friends 
Bulletin , “Friends  and  Nuclear  Issues,”  is  one  of 
the  most  vital,  heartening  contributions  for  seekers 
of  ways  out  of  waste  and  war  that  I’ve  read  in  the 
past  twenty-five  years. 

“By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them”  is  a great 
editorial  policy.  To  document  the  lives  and  prin- 
ciples of  those  who  “put  prayers  under  their  feet” 
(as  Dr.  King  liked  to  say);  to  include  the  careful 
research  of  Davis  Meeting  and  John  Draper  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  the  UC  Board  of  Regents  to 
the  way  open  to  them  to  convert  their  labs’  (more 
and  more  lethal)  work  to  humane  and  beneficial 
work;  to  center  on  firm,  loving  resistance  and 
choice , as  these  struggles  have  been  pioneered  in 
the  Western  Region  — all  in  twelve  pages  — is  to 
create  a testament  that  will  not  date  .... 

Love,  and  thanks, 

Isobel  Cerney 

PYM  Peace  Committee  and 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 
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Dear  Editor, 

A very  nice  issue  indeed  is  “Friends  and  Nuclear 
Issues.”  Quite  a few  Friends  are  active  in  these 
affairs,  and  they  attack  a very  significant  social  and 
economic  question.  I wish  them  every  success.  The 
nuclear  power  way  is  not  the  way  to  go. 

I was  particularly  pleased  to  read  Otto  Steinhardt’s 
letter.  He  pointed  out  that  the  problems  of  nuclear 
power  need  to  be  faced  in  a larger  context,  that 
many  of  the  negative  aspects  of  nuclear  power  are  as 
bad  if  not  more  so  with  other  power  sources,  especi- 
ally coal.  So  many  anti-nuclear  statements  seem  to 
assert  that  nuclear  power  is  the  ultimate  evil,  and 
suggest  that  people  pay  no  attention  to  other 
sources’  problems.  This  is  a difficulty  with  con- 
frontation tactics.  One  has  to  make  the  issue  black 
and  white.  This  of  course,  arouses  ridicule  and 
scorn  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  a broader 
knowledge  of  the  situation. 

Fair-minded  people,  however,  will  recognize  that 
drastic  actions  are  necessary  when  irrevocable  harm 
is  about  to  be  done. 

The  decisions  will  be  made  in  the  minds  of  men, 
especially  the  men  who  are  the  sitters  in  the  catbird 
seats.  I recall  16  years  ago  talking  with  men  who 
were  manufacturing  nuclear  power  generators. 

They  felt  the  problems  could  be  solved.  I think 
now  they  are  not  so  sure. 

There  was  only  one  article  which  bothered  me 
deeply,  Liz  Walker’s  “Safe  Energy  Movement.” 
There  is  a tremendous  difference  between  promo- 
tion of  Safe  Energy,  and  Opposition  to  Nuclear 
Energy.  The  article  suggests  that  muddying  the 
difference  between  the  two  was  done  purposefully 
to  confuse  people  who  might  be  in  favor  of  Safe 
Energy  but  opposed  to  confrontation  on  a single 
issue.  The  use  of  catch  phrases  and  slogans  for 
entirely  different  actions  may  not  bother  many, 
but  it  makes  me  angry.  For  example,  ‘nonviolence’ 
is  the  rubric  for  both  precipitating  and  stimulating 
conflict  and  confrontation  in  the  occupations,  and 
for  resolving  conflict.  This  whipsawing  of  the 
minds  and  emotions  of  people  is  dangerous  because 
people  then  have  no  tools  to  think  clearly  about 
what  they  are  doing  and  have  done.  They  lose  inter- 
est and  drift  away.  They  cannot  transfer  their  dedi- 
cation to  other  actions  and  causes.  Further,  it 
repels  outsiders  who  would  like  to  join  the  action. 
They  do  not  have  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the 
leaders  to  think  clearly.  They  rightfully  fear  sign- 
ing up  for  something  and  then  being  led  into  some- 
thing diametrically  opposite. 


This  double  speak,  this  using  of  words  to  give  a 
good  feeling  but  which  do  not  really  reflect  the 
objective  realities  is  one  of  the  reasons  the  AFSC 
is  having  such  a hard  time  in  many  other  areas  in 
Quakerdom  today.  However,  Liz  Walker  gave 
excellent  discussions  of  training  people  to  occupy 
a site,  be  arrested,  put  in  prison,  especially  for  the 
small  space  available.  (How’s  that  for  a pun!) 

More  important  than  nuclear  energy  use  is  the 
‘hard’  versus  ‘soft’  energy  paths.  How  about  an 
issue  on  “Quakers  and  the  Soft  Energy  Way?”  I 
don’t  think  many  Quakers  are  aware  of  the  differ- 
ence, and  what  could  be  done.  One  of  the  ways  of 
stopping  nukes  is  to  cut  down  on  the  use  of  energy. 
I think  it  would  be  fun  to  see  someone  promoting 
the  slogans  “It’s  immoral  to  turn  on  the  furnace 
unless  you  are  wearing  long  underwear.”  “Use 
quilts  and  comforters,  not  electric  blankets.”  Some 
entrepreneur  could  make  quilts  with  anti-nukes 
designs  and  thermal  underwear  with  appropriate 
labels.  . . 

More,  Much  more  . . . 

Paul  Johnson 

Orange  Grove  Meeting 


Dear  Friends, 

The  Gay  Alternative  Outreach  committee  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  (Pacific 
Southwest  Regional  Office)  urges  Friends  to  write 
their  state  representatives  in  support  of  A.B.  1. 

Assembly  Bill  Number  One  seeks  to  broaden  the 
definition  of  sex  discrimination  in  the  California 
Labor  Code.  Sex  discrimination,  under  this  pro- 
posal, would  be  prohibited  on  the  basis  of  gender; 
“refusal  to  grant  sexual  favors  for  an  employer, 
business  superior,  client,  customer,  or  fellow 
employee”;  asexuality;  or  sexual  orientation. 

We  believe  this  legislation  worthy  of  Friends’ 
attention,  in  light  of  PYM’s  support  of  the  civil 
liberties  of  women  and  gays. 

In  the  Love  of  our  Lord, 

Rick  L.  Troth 

Orange  Grove  Meeting 
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News  of  the  Meetings 

Worship  and  Ministry:  Care  for  One  Another 

Delta  Friends  responded  to  the  query  on  Meetings 
for  Worship:  “We  are  now  in  a stage  where  real 
communication  is  developing  between  children 
and  adults...  Preparation  on  the  part  of  adults  will 
bring  better  Meetings,  and  we  will  not  have  good 
Meetings  without  this  preparation  . . . Our  minds 
have  something  to  do  with  spirituality  and  one  only 
hears  what  is  in  other  people’s  minds  ...  in  words.” 
A worsliip  group  in  Prescott,  Arizona,  begun  in 
Spring  1978,  meets  in  the  home  of  former  Santa 
Barbara  member,  Bob  Leinau.  The  Umpqua  Valley 
(Oregon)  Worship  Group  under  the  care  of  Eugene 
Monthly  Meeting,  holds  monthly  gatherings  in 
members’  homes.  University  Meeting’s  Ministry  and 
Oversight  Committee  planned  a visit  to  the  Port 
Townsend  (WA)  Worship  Group.  La  Jolla  Friends 
are  working  on  ways  of  enabling  valuable  absent 
members  to  attend  Meeting,  using  volunteer  dri- 
vers, offering  employment  opportunities  for  Friends 
to  drive  others,  or  (last  resort!)  providing  commer- 
cial taxi  service.  These  Friends  raise  provocative 
queries  about  the  Meeting  as  “family”,  about  the  use 
(and  mis-use)  of  Firstday  School  possessions,  the 
examples  set  by  the  “hurried  departures”  of  adults 
after  Meeting.  “When  Friends  visit  and  conduct 
business  in  a way  that  interferes  and  distracts  from 
Family  Hour,  what  are  we  indicating  as  to  our  sen- 
sitivity to  each  other?  . . . Do  we  keep  our  lives 
‘uncluttered’  enough  so  that  we  can  take  up  this 
responsibility  (refreshment  time)  in  our  turn?  Do 
we  endeavor  to  tell  (our  clerks)  that  we  appreciate 
their  willingness  to  coordinate  our  efforts,  and  do 
we  then  make  an  effort  to  support  their  work?” 
Marin  Meeting  held  a meeting  on  Parenting.  San 
Fernando  Meeting’s  new  worship  hour  at  the 
Church  of  God  is  9 am,  with  an  occasional  Meeting 
in  the  afternoon  so  distant  Friends  may  attend. 
Strawberry  Creek  Preparative  Meeting's  Newsletter 
shares  query  responses  about  Faith  and  Practise: 

“It  is  a guide  which  continues  to  change  . . .tells  us 
what  has  worked  for  others  in  the  past  . . . The 
ultimate  truth  lies  not  in  the  words  of  a book,  but 
in  trying  to  follow  the  Spirit  of  God  within  each  of 
us  and  within  us  as  a group  . . . Perhaps  our  hesi- 
tancy is  that  we  would  be  giving  up  some  of  our 
individuality  to  become  part  of  that  wider  commun- 
ity ..  . We  have  accepted  the  faith  part  but  not  the 
practise  part  . . . The  real  problem  is  whether  or 
not  we  require  those  who  serve  on  committees  to 


be  members  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  . . 
We  confuse  acceptance  with  agreement.  The  pro- 
blem is  not  that  we  don’t  agree  with  Faith  and 
Practise,  but  that  we  can’t  agree  with  ourselves.” 
Their  meetings  are  held  in  members’  homes,  rotating 
monthly,  and  they  report  a Men’s  Group  that  is 
“alive  and  well”  and  open  to  new  members. 

Palomar,  San  Diego  and  La  Jolla  planned  a Three 
Meeting  Get-Together  — “very  simple  potluck,just 
to  visit  . . . and  catch  up  where  we  are.  We  will  do 
whatever  we  feel  like  at  the  time:  just  talk  or  play 
games,  or  maybe  dance  and  sing.”  Gallup  Friends 
meet  at  the  Casa  San  Martin,  a soup  kitchen  of  the 
Catholic  Diocese.  Following  worship,  members  do 
janitorial  service  as  a help  to  the  Casa’s  busy  staff. 
Association  with  the  Casa,  an  organization  “that 
does  something  besides  complain  about  the  Indian- 
alcohol  problem,”  is  an  inspiration  to  Friends. 
Orange  Grove  held  a retreat  on  “Sources  of  Joy.” 
From  their  state  of  the  Meeting  report:  “We  are 
perplexed  as  to  why  we  have  such  a large  inactive 
membership.  It  is  apparent  that  many  do  not  find 
Meetings  for  Worship  and  Business  of  such  com- 
pelling importance  as  to  place  the  Meeting  commun- 
ity first  . . . Some  find  other  fellowships  meet  their 
spiritual  needs.  And  yet,  when  life’s  crises  . . . 
occur,  members  and  attenders  rally  in  helpful  and 
tender  support  ...  We  yearn  for  that  day  when 
more  . . . may  be  moved  to  share  their  insights.  Of 
particular  help  was  a series  of  home  meetings  in 
which  members  and  attenders  shared  their  exper- 
iences in  Meeting  for  Worship  and  proposed  ways 
to  improve  the  quality  of  worship  . . . Whatever  the 
source  of  inspiration  . . . Meeting  is  united  in  its 
search  for  the  Truth  that  must  be  felt  experient- 
ially  . . . Although  many  members  are  engaged  in 
peace  and  social  change  activities  in  the  commun- 
ity, Meeting  is  more  the  source  of  spiritual  power 
than  the  vehicle  through  which  the  concern  is 
carried  out  . . .”  At  the  direction  of  its  Ministry 
and  Oversight  Committee,  a recent  Berkeley  News- 
letter included  the  text  of  the  legal  form,  “Direc- 
tive to  Physicians,”  procedure  under  California’s 
“Right  To  Die”  law  and  a reference  for  obtaining 
“Living  Will”  information.  Multnomah  Meeting 
has  just  welcomed  the  Mid-Columbia  Preparative 
Meeting  under  its  care.  Westwood's  newsletter 
quotes  a helpful  message  from  clerk  Wilma  Gurney: 
“May  we  hear  ourselves  when  we  speak.  May  we 
be  attuned  to  how  others  hear  us,  recognizing  a 
bridge  is  crossed  both  ways.” 

(continued  on  page  106) 
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Peace  and  Social  Concerns 

In  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  two  subcommittees  have  been 
formed  to  work  against  the  possible  reinstatement 
of  the  military  draft.  One  will  do  research  and 
organizing,  and  cooperate  with  other  community 
groups.  The  second  subcommittee  will  consider  the 
meaning  of  Friends’  peace  testimony  in  general,  and 
in  particular  as  it  relates  to  the  draft.  Prompted  by 
Young  Friends’  concern  for  support  from  the  Meet- 
ing on  this  issue,  a consciousness-raising  session 
included  these  questions:  What  does  it  really  mean 
to  take  a stand  for  the  peace  testimony?  Where 
does  our  faith  to  resist  come  from?  How  will  we 
resist  if  the  draft  bill  passes?  Davis  held  two  dis- 
cussions on  the  peace  testimony,  and  with 
Sacramento  Friends  held  a day-long  workshop  on 
the  FCL,  “How  To  Make  Ourselves  Heard  in 
Sacramento.”  La  Jolla  Meeting  has  written  letters 
in  support  of  the  Nestle  boycott,  and  San  Francisco 
minuted  its  support  of  the  boycott  against  J.P. 
Stevens  Company  and  also  wrote  a protest  letter 
to  the  city  store  which  is  the  largest  merchandiser 
of  these  products.  Floyd  Schmoe,  University  Meet- 
ing, was  a speaker  at  the  Camp  Harmony  commem- 
oration of  the  internment  and  relocation  of  Japanese 
Americans  during  World  War  II.  Over  2000  people 
participated  in  this  time  of  remembering  and  remind- 
ing. University  Meeting  Friends  gather  handwork 
supplies  for  women  prisoners  in  the  county  jail. 

Sam  Tyson,  Delta  Meeting,  has  an  article,  “On  Doing 
Time,”  in  the  newsletter  of  the  Modesto  Peace/Life 
Center,  describing  his  experiences  as  nuclear  pro- 
test prisoner  of  conscience.  Orange  Grove  is  com- 
posing a file  of  draft  age  Friends  of  both  sexes,  and 
will  discuss  this  problem  with  them.  Several  Santa 
Barbara  Friends  are  involved  in  “The  Gathering 
Place,”  a home  and  resource  center  “for  people 
who  wish  to  study  and  learn  how  to  practise  the 
non-violent  power  of  love  and  truth  in  resolving 
conflict  and  implementing  social  change.” 
Albuquerque  Meeting  has  been  asked  to  testify  on 
its  abortion  statement  if  the  issue  comes  before  the 
New  Mexico  legislature.  Harry  Bailey  represented 
Grass  Valley  Meeting  before  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors in  testimony  opposing  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Guard  Commission  in  Nevada  County. 

Marc  Lambert,  San  Francisco  Meeting,  continues 
to  collect  postage  stamps  (foreign  and  domestic, 
loose,  or  on  envelopes  and  postcards)  for  the  FWCC. 
Among  other  things,  this  project  helps  pay  travel 
expenses  for  Third  World  Friends  coming  to  Quaker 
gatherings.  His  address:  1550  12th  Avenue,  SF 


94122.  Phoenix  Friends  plan  an  April  workshop, 
“Continuing  Call  to  Peace,”  as  a joint  effort  with 
Mennonites  and  Brethren,  part  of  the  New  Call  to 
Peacemaking. 

Education  and  Good  Order 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  had  six  talks  on  Quaker  his- 
tory, three  concerned  with  Friends  in  Europe  and 
three  with  Friends  in  America.  The  Meeting  is 
wrestling  with  effective  and  responsible  use  of  Meet- 
inghouse property;  several  other  meetings  also 
report  laboring  to  care  for  these  matters.  Straw- 
berry Creek  Friends  are  given  two  Sundays  to  pick 
up  newsletters  after  Meeting,  thereby  cutting  mail- 
ing work  and  costs.  Albuquerque  Meeting’s  initial 
topic  for  its  midweek  worship-sharing  group  was 
Honesty  and  Authenticity.  Phoenix  lists  topics  of 
Grief  and  Separation,  Holistic  Health,  and  a Quaker 
dialogue  on  communication.  San  Francisco’s 
Library  Committee  booksale  was  so  successful  a 
second  is  planned  for  March.  Marin  Friends  cooper- 
ate with  the  Congregationalist’s  in  Firstday  School. 
Berkeley  had  a “treat  for  the  young  and  not-so- 
young  when  three  superb  story-tellers  entertained 
with  their  yams.”  La  Jolla  invited  participation  in 
a weekly  song-time  with  the  reminder,  “If  you  can 
breathe,  you  can  sing.”  Apparently,  many  meet- 
ings agree ! Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 
was  held  in  La  Jolla,  November,  1978.  One  of  the 
interest  groups  was  led  by  Lowell  Tozer,  our  PYM 
Clerk  and  a member  of  San  Diego  Meeting.  The 
theme  of  this  interest  group  was  “The  Place  of  the 
Business  Meeting  in  the  Spiritual  Life  of  Friends.” 
Thesis:  (as  expressed  by  Lowell)  . . . “The  Meeting 
for  Business  is  the  microcosm  of  our  lives  as  Friends. 
It  combines  worship  and  action.  It  is  then  the  model 
for  our  lives  both  as  individuals  and  as  a Friends’ 
Community.  It  is  the  heart  of  both  worship  and 
tendering  to  the  Spirit  wherever  it  may  lead  us  . . . 
The  goal  is  both  the  Truth  and  the  right  course  of 
action.  In  the  words  of  Woolman  ‘where  the  light 
of  Truth  is  wonderfully  manifested.’  In  the  method 
and  practise  of  the  Business  Meeting  the  Spirit  is 
characterized  by  love,  mildness,  calmness,  coolness, 
attentive  waiting,  listening  instead  of  talking  . . . 
humble  readiness  to  share  our  lives  . . . prophetic 
inspiration,  brevity,  thoughtfulness  . . .detachment 
. . .discernment.” 
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Anti-Nuclear  Resisters  Update 

Paul  Burks,  Marin  Meeting  and  AFSC,  David 
Hartsough,  San  Francisco  Meeting  and  AFSC,  Betty 
Pape  and  Finley  Peavey,  San  Francisco  Meeting 
attenders,  and  Liz  Walker  of  AFSC  served  their  15 
day  sentences  at  San  Luis  Obispo  County  Jail  and 
were  released  about  January  21.  There  have  been 
other  groups  of  resisters  being  sentenced  and  enter- 
ing jail  since  then,  a process  which  is  expected  to 
continue  for  several  months. 

Further  non-violent  actions  are  planned  at  the 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  in  Walnut  Creek, 
at  Diablo  Canyon,  San  Luis  Obispo,  and  at  the 
PG&E  Executive  Headquarters  in  San  Francisco. 

A large  anti-nuclear  rally  will  take  place  April  7 in 
San  Francisco  at  the  Civic  Center  at  noon.  Further 
information  may  be  obtained  from  AFSC 
(752-7766).  All  Friends  interested  are  invited  to 
participate. 

An  excellent  article  on  nuclear  energy  and  alter- 
natives, “A  Change  of  Heart  in  Energy,”  reprinted 
from  Sojourners,  is  available  for  $.25  from  AFSC, 
2160  Lake  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121. 

Word  of  Friends  suffering  for  conscience  sake  in 
North  Pacific  Meeting  is  that  John  Affolter,  East- 
side  Meeting,  is  in  prison  (see  page  103).  Others 
convicted  previously  for  entering  the  Bangor  Trident 
Base  are  appealing  while  the  remaining  171  defen- 
dants received  45  days  also,  but  suspended  on  con- 
dition that  they  break  no  laws  nor  enter  the  Trident 
Base  for  a period  of  3 years.  No  decision  has  been 
made  yet  on  whether  to  commit  civil  disobedience 
at  the  Bangor  Base  this  year.  Meanwhile,  John 
Runnings  of  University  Meeting,  will  be  tried  on 
February  26  for  invading  the  Trident  base  for  a 
third  time. 

Memorial  Minutes 

Ruth  Kennard  Pickett 

A memorial  meeting  was  held  February  3 for 
Ruth  Kennard  Pickett,  86,  of  Phoenix  Monthly 
Meeting.  A member  of  Philadelphia  4th  and  Arch 
Street  Meeting  for  fifty-six  years  before  transferring 
membership  to  Phoenix  in  1966,  she  taught  in  east- 
ern Friends  Schools  after  graduating  from  George 
School,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Colum- 
bia University.  Preceded  in  death  by  her  husband, 
Warren  E.  Pickett,  she  is  survived  by  daughters 
Eleanor  Olmstead  of  South  Dakota,  Marjorie  Helms 
of  Arizona  and  son  Edward  K.  of  New  Jersey. 
Memorial  gifts  to  AFSC  are  suggested. 


Frances  Hall  Smith 

A memorial  Meeting  for  Worship  was  held  at  the 
Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting  House  December  16, 
1978.  Although  she  had  been  a member  for  many 
years,  she  had  not  attended  recently  and  was  not 
well  known.  However,  the  Meeting  House  was 
packed  mostly  by  friends  who  knew  her  at  work 
and  other  associations.  There  were  many  moving 
messages. 

Frances  was  a life-long  Friend,  originally  from 
Salem,  N ,J.  She  attended  Westtown  Friends 
School,  graduated  from  Earlham  College  in  1935 
and  taught  English  in  several  Quaker  schools. 
Frances  married  Charles  Gilbert  Smith,  an  electri- 
cal engineer  and  they  moved  to  Palo  Alto  in  1945. 
After  his  death  in  1952  she  became  an  editor  at 
Stanford  Research  Institute  in  Menlo  Park  until 
partial  retirement  in  1977. 

She  died  of  cancer  October  23,  1978  at  age  66, 
remaining  at  home  in  her  last  illness  with  the  loving 
care  of  her  son  Jeremy  of  Palo  Alto  and  his  wife. 

She  is  also  survived  by  her  son  Daniel  and  grand- 
son Benjamin  Gilbert  Smith  of  Annandale, 

Virginia. 


Joanne  Strain 

A memorial  Meeting  for  Worship  was  held  Janu- 
ary 27,  1979,  for  Joanne  Hunnicutt  Strain,  Member, 
Palo  Alto  Meeting.  About  200  people  assembled 
in  the  Unitarian  hall,  as  the  Meeting  House  was  too 
small.  Many  spoke  of  her  helpful  influence  on  their 
lives  and  her  unfailing  good  cheer. 

Joanne  was  active  in  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  helping 
to  establish  the  Palo  Alto  Friends  Nursery  School. 
She  worked  in  many  capacities  for  nine  years  at 
the  Peninsula  School  in  Menlo  Park.  For  more 
than  twelve  years  she  worked  as  a librarian  in  Menlo 
Park  creating  a library  service  for  shut-ins. 

She  was  involved  in  the  life  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting, 
in  American  Friends  Service  Committee  work,  in 
the  activities  of  Hidden  Villa  Ranch,  and  with  the 
Friends  of  the  Menlo  Park  Library. 

Her  husband  Alan  Strain  and  sons  David  and 
Larry  and  daughter  Laurie  Friedman  and  her 
granddaughter  Josie  Strain  survive  her.  She  also 
leaves  her  parents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  Hunnicutt 
of  Pasadena,  her  brother  Bruce  Hunnicutt  of 
Modesto,  and  her  sister  Nancy  Kruger  of  San 
Marino. 
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Vital  Statistics 

Births: 

Jessica  Joanna  Richmond  was  born  November  6, 

1978  to  Ben  and  Jody  Kerman  Richmond,  members 
of  Multnomah  Meeting,  attending  Olympia  Prepara- 
tive Meeting. 

Faye  Donia  Gardner,  born  January  12,  1979,  to 
Blair  Gardner,  Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting. 

Jason  Howard  Bull,  second  son  of  Sheila  Settle  and 
Howard  Bull,  Palo  Alto  Meeting,  arrived  January 
14,  1979. 

Marriages: 

Joanna  Hurn  and  Kenneth  Matasich  were  married 
under  the  care  of  Phoenix  Monthly  Meeting  Decem- 
ber 30, 1978. 

Kathy  Matchett  and  Chris  Mallalieu  were  married 
under  the  care  of  University  Friends  Meeting  on 
February  10,  1979. 

ADDITIONS  TO  JANUARY/FEBRUARY  CALENDAR 
CALENDAR 

March,  1979 

10  NPYM  Steering  Committee  meeting  at 
St.  Martin’s  College,  Olympia,  WA, 

12:00,  All  people  involved  in  NPYM 
planning  are  urged  to  attend. 

16-18  Parenting  Workshop  at  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center  led  by  Elizabeth  Israel 
Jones. 

April,  1979 

7-8  Colorado  General  Meeting,  Mt.  View 
Friends  Meeting. 

12-15  Quaker  Lesbian  Conference,  Powell  House 
N.Y.  Contact  Joyce  Singh,  16  Heath 
Lane,  Wellboro,  NJ  08046 

20-22  Alternative  Roads  to  Community  Con- 
ference, Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center, 
sponsored  by  Earthquakers.  Contact 
Dennie  Wyatt,  15975  Shannon  Rd., 

Los  Gatos,  CA  95030  for  information 
and  reservations. 

May,  1979 

5 Lawrence  Livermore  Lab  Conversion 
Project  Rally  and  Conversion  Fair. 

For  information  call  982-5578  (Spring 
Action  Office) 

6 Lab  Conversion  Workshop  and  Strategy 
Session  — Berkeley.  For  information 
call  982-5578. 
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Catherine  Rich  Bruner  Honored  as  Woman 
of  Achievement 

The  San  Joaquin  Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Women  honored  eight  women  of  achievement  as  a 
highlight  of  its  fourth  annual  Susan  B.  Anthony 
Commemorative  Celebration,  February  8. 

Catharine  Rich  Bruner  was  honored  for  her  work 
in  religion.  She  and  her  husband,  David,  established 
the  Friends  Meeting  in  Stockton,  and  she  was  a 
founding  member  of  the  California  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  Legislation.  She  has  served  as  Clerk  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  Delta  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  has  been  active  in  the  Ministry  and  Oversight 
and  the  Friend  in  the  Orient  Committees  of  Paci- 
fic Yearly  Meeting  and  in  the  College  Park  Quar- 
terly Meeting.  She  has  been  a board  member  of  the 
Northern  California  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Stockton  Ministry,  and  on  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  of 
Northern  California.  She  is  also  listed  in  the  1975- 
76  edition  of  Who ’s  Who  in  Religion.  She  is  a past 
president  of  the  UOP  Faculty  Wives  Club  and  Demo- 
cratic Women’s  Club  of  San  Joaquin  County  and 
works  with  Friends  Outside,  an  organization  to  aid 
families  of  men  in  prison. 

Invitation  to  PYM  Friends 

Expand  your  experience  of  Yearly  Meeting.  Par- 
take of  good  energy  and  new  ways  of  seeing.  Plan 
to  volunteer  some  time  with  the  Children’s  Pro- 
gram. And,  if  you  have  a special  skill  or  activity 
to  share  with  our  younger  generation,  please  con- 
tact program  coordinators  Marjorie  Thompson, 

5118  Elba  Lane , Santa  Barbara  C A 93111,  or 
Marilee  Eusebio,  1702  Baywood  Lane,  Davis,  CA 
95616,  so  we  can  include  you  in  our  planning. 


